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RECEIVED | 
CENTRAL FAX CENTEF| 

- 7 " JAN 2 4 2007 ! 


REMARKS 

Claims 1, 3-5, 7, 10-13, and 30-33 are pending in the application. Claims 2, 6, 8, 
9,14,16,17, 21, 22, 27 and 29 have been withdrawn from consideration. Claim 19 has been canceled 
without prejudice or disclaimer in view of the restriction r^uirement Claims 1 8, 20, 23-26 and 28 
are allowed, and claims 1, 3-5, 7, 10-13 and 30-33 are rejected. Claims 1 and 30 have been 
amended. Claims 34 and 35 have been added. Support for the amendments and new claims 34 and 
35 can be found throughout the specification and the figures. No new matter has been added.. 
Reconsideration and allowance of the claims are requested. | 
Applicants thank the Examiner for favorable consideration and allowance of claims 18,| 

20, 23-26 and 28. \ 
Claim 1 is rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by Leveen (3,916,908); 
Claims 1, 3-5, 7, 10-13, and 30-33 are rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Middleman et al (5,601,572). Applicants respectfully traverse the rejections. 

Claim 1 has been amended to state mat at least one of the arms of the pair of the arms 
has a tapered protrusion and at least one arm of the pair of arms has a blind tapered slot for 
fastening two adjacent tissue heart valve leaflets, wherein the arms pivot from one orientation to a 
gripping position with ends of respective paired arms being directed toward each other. Claim 1, as 
amended, is not anticipated by Leveen or by Middleman. Leveen relates to a bowel clamp which 
has clamp fastener guide 13 which protrudes through a locking slot 16. Fastener guide 13 is not a 
tapered protrusion, and locking slot 16 is not a tapered blind slot, as required by claim 1 
Middleman relates to a device having arms 2 1 , 23, but the arms do not have a tapered protrusion ot 
a tapered blind slot, as in claim 1. All of the claim limitations of claim 1 are not met by either 
reference. Thus, claim 1 is not anticipated by Leveen or Middleman et al. Applicants respectfully 

request withdrawal of the rejection of claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. §102 (b) as being anticipated bjy 

Leveen. Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection of claims 1, 3-5, 7, and 10-lp 

under 35 U.S .C. § 1 02 (b) as being anticipated by Middleman et al. 

Claim 30 has been amended to state that the second arm has a plurality of spikes such 

that a tapered slot is formed between the plurality of spikes. This not shown in Middleman. 


PAGE 9/12* RCVD AT 1/2412007 7:36:24 PM (Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRMJ12* DN1S:2738300 ' CSID:6123343312 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03-38 1 


BEST AVAILABLE COPY 


01/24A2007 18:38 FAX 6123343312 WESTUAN CHAM PL IN & KELLY SlplO 


l ; 


-8- 


Middleman does not teach every element of claim 30. Thus, chum 30, and dependent clanns 31- ■ 
33, axe not anticipated by Middleman. Withdrawal of the rejection to claims 30-33 is requested. ; 

In view of the reasons provided above, it is believed that all pending claims are in ! 
condition for allowance. Applicants respectfully request favorable reconsideration and early i 
allowance of all pending claims. 

No additional claim fee should be required. 

If a telephone conference would be helpful in resolving any issues concerning this 
communication, please contact Applicants' attorney of record, Hallie A- Finucane at (612) 334-, 
3222. 

The Director is authorized to charge any fee deficiency required by this paper or credill 
any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 23-1 123. ! 

Respectfully submitted, ; 

f 

WESTMAN, CHAMPLIN & KELLY, P.A. j 

i 
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Hallie A. Finucane, Reg. No. 33,172 
Suite 1400 

900 Second Avenue South 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-3319 
Phone: (612) 334-3222 Fax: (612) 334-3312 
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